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Turtle Talk
Winter 2022

From the Editors
Welcome to our Winter newsletter! We are
announcing the return of PNS&K's Pot o' Gold
Fundraiser and a PNS&K parent social. Please review
our calendar and note dates for March's Spirit Week
and May's Teacher Appreciation Week. Follow our
Facebook group PNS&K PTO for announcements,
reminders and volunteer opportunities. And thank
you for your support in making our PNS&K community
so special!
Liz & Brianna
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From the Director's Desk
Dear Parents,
Snow on the ground brightens our grey Winter at PNS&K! Watching the
children’s excitement with snowfall is truly a joyful experience. While on
the playgrounds, they pat snow, stomp around on the frozen ground,
pull one another on sleds and excitedly try to catch snowflakes during
flurries. Sledding in the park and the hills just past our driveway is a sight
to behold as the children squeal with delight as they tumble into the
snow. Snow is also a wonderful catalyst for our PLAY philosophy, to quote Einstein, “Play is
the highest form of research” and our students are learning a great deal from snow. They
have watched it melt into water- poured it into ice trays while adding food coloring- frozen
it into a solid cube and then used that ice to paint water color pictures. They have also
created puffy ‘snow paint’ with shaving cream and glue for artwork as well as creating
indoor snow by mixing Insta-snow (gel polymers) and water.
December and January have been very busy months. We have had 5 Open Houses for our
September 2022 enrollment and are currently registering our incoming class. Our staff had
been busy with progress reports and our Parent-Teacher conferences which enable our
parents and teachers to openly discuss every child’s development since September
including their cognitive, language, motor and social skills. The staff also completed an 8
hour Health and Safety training class from Rutgers during December as part of their 20
hours of Professional Development. It was a very informative program which reviewed child
development, safety practices and support guidelines for children, parents and staff
members. As experienced educators we had a broad base of this knowledge but we all
learned some new information that will be implemented in our program and I was so
impressed with the discussions and suggestions with staff members that stemmed from
the course.
Thank you to our PTO Presidents Liz Palmer and Brianna Rosenbaum and all of our
parents for continuing to support PNS&K in so many ways with our fundraisers, teacher
appreciation treats and your thoughtfulness and support of our staff. We are all craving a
more ‘typical’ world and hopefully there will be some changes on the horizon but thankfully,
PNS&K is thriving and having an incredible year with your amazing children. Looking ahead
on our calendar, we are excited for many upcoming events including Spirit Week, the
Scholastic Book Fair, Pot of Gold and the return of our “Red Ball” adult social, but with a
greater emphasis on Social.
Thank you again for sharing your family with PNS&K,
Jenn

Snow much fun!

New & Noteworthy

SPIRIT WEAR SALE
Please visit our PNS&K Spirit Wear online
store for gear - QR Code on page 7! The
site will run for only two weeks. Get your
shirts for PNS&K Pride Day on Friday
April 1st during Spirit Week!

TEACHER
APPRECIATION WEEK

PNS&K PARENT SOCIAL
We are thrilled to announce the return of our adult social
known as the Red Ball! The Red Ball is traditionally a formal
event and the school's biggest fundraiser but like many things
this year, it will look a little different.
The Pot O' Gold 50/50 raffle will be our main fundraiser this
year and the Red Ball will be a casual social event. It will be a
great chance to connect with our PNS&K staff, meet new
families and reconnect with old friends. Save the date
Thursday May 19th, more details to come soon... we hope you
will join us for "A Night Out!"!

Our children will be helping the PTO
complete special bulletin boards to
thank our teachers. Class Parents will
email instructions for projects ahead of
Teacher Appreciation Week in April.

POT O' GOLD RAFFLE
FUNDRAISER
This year's biggest fundraiser offers a
chance to win up to $2000!
Each family will be asked to sell one
book of 10 tickets, $20/ticket.
Drawing on St Patrick's Day!

CALENDAR
February

March

1 - Spirit Wear site opens
14 - Valentine's Day
16 - Spirit Wear site closes
18 - Winter Break begins
23 - School reopens

17 - Pot o' Gold drawing
22 - School Closed/In Service
28 - First day of Spirit Week

May

April
1PNS&K Pride Day
5-7 - Book Fair
11- Easter Break begins
19 - School Reopens
TBD - Bunny trail
TBD - Kindergarten portraits

2-6 - Teacher Appreciation Week
19 - Red Ball "A Night Out!"
27 - School Closed (Tentative)
30 - School Closed Memorial Day

June

Camp
registration
starts in
April!

2 - Kindergarten Graduation TBD
3 - End of Year Sing-a-long &
Celebration
6 - Summer Camp week one
13 - Summer Camp week two

PNS&K SPIRIT WEEK
MARCH 28 - APRIL 1

CO-CHAIRS - KARA BUONOCORE & EMILY LITZ

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Pajama Day

WEAR YOUR
PJs TO SCHOOL

Career Day

DRESS IN CAREER
CLOTHES OR UNIFORM

WEDNESDAY

Wacky Wednesday

MISMATCH CLOTHES
WEAR WACKY OUTFIT

THURSDAY

Favorite Color Day

WEAR YOUR FAVORITE
COLOR HEAD TO TOE

PNS&K Proud Day

WEAR RED OR
PNS&K SPIRIT WEAR

FRIDAY

Join our "PNS&K PTO"
Facebook group to keep up to
date on announcements

PNS&K'S

SPIRIT WEAR
SALE!
FEBRUARY 1st - 16TH
SHOP OUR ONLINE STORE
TO ORDER NEWLY DESIGNED
SHIRTS, HOODIES, AND HATS.

PNS&K

ITEMS WILL BE SENT HOME IN
YOUR CHILD'S BACKPACK IN
TIME FOR PNS&K PROUD DAY.
TO VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE :
TYPE IN THE WEBSITE BELOW OR
SCAN THE QR CODE WITH YOUR PHONE

HTTPS://KIXNSTIX.COM/SPIRIT/PRESBYTERIAN
_NURSERY_SCHOOL___KINDERGARTEN_2022

SHOW YOUR PNS&K PRIDE!

Summer Camp at PNS&K
Special Times is a Summer program for children currently enrolled in
a 2 1/2, 3, 4, 4+ or Kindergarten class. This “mini-camp” emphasizes outdoor
activities, relay races, outdoor art projects and crafts, music, water play and
much more! The children enjoy an extended camp program
in the same familiar and caring environment.

TWO ONE-WEEK SESSIONS
Week 1: June 6th, M - F, 9-12pm
Week 2: June 13th, M - F, 9-12pm

REGISTRATION: Special Times
brochures will be sent home April 1.
Application can be returned with tuition
check to the office. Checks are payable
to the “Presbyterian Nursery School &
Kindergarten”.
TUITION: The fee for the program is $300
per week. The camp fee is nonrefundable and is payable in full at the
time of registration.

Classroom Corner

Kindergarten
The Kindergarten classes are learning all about
Antarctica and penguins. In Science, they are
discovering how animals stay warm in cold climates
with experiments like "blubber gloves"! And an oil
and water observation demonstrating how a
penguin's feathers repel water. Math classes are
working on addition sentences and using dominoes
and dice for vertical addition and number bonds.
And in LA, they were focusing on Author/Illustrator
Mo Willems, inspiring lots of reading, writing and
story telling. In January, the Special Person of the
Week program evolved from one to five days of
classroom responsibilities. Along with lots of
teacher encouragement, the Special Person
practices public speaking, leadership skills, and
confidence building.

In the Pre-K Classroom
Curriculum Highlights

The children are exploring Winter both
indoors and out! Experimenting with ice,
making snow globes, and playing with
pretend snow! Our preschoolers are
working on multi-step projects like
"name snowmen". The children have
been identifying each letter in their
names and the order. They have been
cutting, gluing, decorating and
assembling shapes while working their
little hands and strengthening fine
motor skills. They are learning about
hibernation and animals that hibernate.
They reenact the story The Mitten by
Jan Brett and exercise recall while they
sequence the story and act out each
animal squeezing into one imaginary
mitten! What fun!!

PTO SPOTLIGHT

PNS&K
Teachers
Appreciation
Committee
Our Teacher Appreciation Committee (TAC) is responsible for monthly break room
treats, catering for in-service workshop days, and for overseeing the activities and
snacks during Teacher Appreciation week. This committee is made up of parent
volunteers and supported by donations from our PNS&K families.
This year, Spring In-Service Day takes place on March 22nd and the TAC is looking
for volunteers to help organize the luncheon. We also have some dates open for
monthly teacher's break room treats and Teachers Appreciation Week. Please email
our Committee Chair Kara Buonocore at kacb417@gmail.com for more
information.
The PTO is looking for volunteers - please email us if you are interested and thank
you for your support!
PTO Co-Presidents
Liz Palmer - lizgdonaldson@gmail.com
Brianna Rosenbaum - brianna.mahon@gmail.com

THANK YOU!
Teachers
Appreciation
Week May 2-6
Join our "PNS&K PTO"
Facebook group to keep up to
date on announcements

Our Happy
Hallways

